Drugs and the quality of life: the patient's point of view.
Although research has established the effectiveness of antipsychotic drugs in treating schizophrenic patients, the issue of the quality of life of patients on longterm medication has not been as clearly determined. The patient's and clinician's understanding of this criterion, both objective and subjective, is discussed. Social functioning, acceptance of dose, compliance or lack of compliance, and the relative benefits of medication are factors that contribute to treatment goals. Case examples are presented to demonstrate these variables and their impact on the outcome of treatment with antipsychotic medication and on the patient's quality of life.